
 
Writing an Objective Summary 

 
An objective summary is a short statement or paragraph that tells what an 

article or a story is about. It does not include unimportant details or the opinions 
of the person writing it. 

 
 

 
Step 1:  Read the text and annotate/take notes 
 
Step 2:  Write the topic sentence  

● type of text  
● title  
● author  
● verb to show author’s purpose* 
● central idea 

 
Step 3: Write one central idea from each part of the text 

● Present ideas in original order 
● Put everything in your own words 
● Leave out small details, examples, or explanations 
● Leave out opinions or interpretations 
● Use introductory elements as transitions (underlined in example) 

 
Example: 

In the non-fiction article “I Wanted My Life Back,” the author, Kristin Lewis, 
describes how Nick Ventura beat the odds and survived a serious snowboarding 
accident. In February 2011, thirteen-year old Nick was snowboarding with friends 
when he fell, hit his head, and slammed into a tree. The crash left Nick with 
several serious injuries including a fractured skull, a bruised brain, and a 
traumatic brain injury (TBI). If Nick hadn’t been wearing a helmet, he likely would 
have died. Weeks later, Nick woke up in the hospital. He had no memory of the 
crash, and he couldn’t walk or speak. Nick was eventually moved to a hospital 
closer to home where he worked with several different therapists to relearn how 
to do everyday tasks. In June, Nick was finally able to go home, but he 
continued to work extremely hard at his recovery. A year after his accident, Nick 
returned to Holimont and got back on his snowboard. Today, Nick attends 
college and works with his family’s organization, the 11 Foundation, which 
provides support to families that have children with TBIs and educates the public 
about the importance of helmets.  

 

*Strong verb examples:  argues, claims, compares, considers, defends, describes, 
emphasizes, explains, evaluates, illustrates, presents, suggests 
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Objective Summary Frame Example
 

 
In the   ____________________ “_________________________,” the author,   
               (type of text) (title of text) 

 
___________________________________, _________________ ________________________ 
           (name of author)                            ( verb to show author’s purpose)* 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
           (central idea of text) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
________________________________, ____________________________________________ 
          (introductory element)                  (central idea from beginning of text)   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_________________________________, ___________________________________________ 
          (introductory element)                  (central idea from middle of text)*   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_________________________________, ___________________________________________ 
          (introductory element)                  (central idea from end of text)   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 

*Note: This number will vary from text to text,  In some summaries, you may have three 
parts; in other texts, you may have four or five.  It all depends on the length of the text. 
 
*Strong verb examples:  argues, claims, compares, considers, defends, describes, 
emphasizes, explains, evaluates, illustrates, presents, suggests 

 
 


